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STARRING:  Kuno Becker, Rubén Blades, Miguel Sandoval, Persia White 
DIRECTED BY: Victor Nunez 
WRITTEN BY: William T. Conway & Joe Ray Sandoval 
RELEASE DATE: July 23, 2010 (NYC); July 30, 2010 (expansion) 
RUNNING TIME: 116 minutes/Digital/Not Rated (R equivalent) 
 
From acclaimed director Victor Nunez (ULEE’S GOLD), SPOKEN WORD tells the story of Cruz Montoya (Kuno 
Becker, GOAL!, FROM MEXICO WITH LOVE), a rock star on the West Coast poetry circuit, where audiences from 
San Diego to Seattle gather to hear him perform. Just off the road from a successful tour, he gets an unexpected 
phone call alerting him that his father, Senior (Rubén Blades, PREDATOR 2, ONCE UPON A TIME IN MEXICO), is 
fatally ill. 

Cruz rushes home to his dying father, a reclusive former schoolteacher still leading a traditional life in their once 
bucolic mountain valley, now ravaged by poverty, drug abuse, and violence. After years away, Cruz quickly begins to 
retreat into his troubled former life, managing a Santa Fe hip-hop club owned by a local crime boss, Emilio (Miguel 
Sandoval, BOTTLE SHOCK, CLEAR AND PRESENT DANGER), who Senior used to run with back in the day. 
Seduced by the fast action and easy money, Cruz loses his poetic voice, his identity, and almost his life, before he 
finds a way to heal his relationships with his family, his community, and himself. 

A nuanced depiction of an evolving father-son relationship, SPOKEN WORD depicts the edgy collision of old and new 
worlds in a rare, authentic portrait of Latino culture in the Southwest, illustrating how cultural roles and machismo can 
give way when families can move beyond words, both spoken and unspoken, to share the language of their hearts. 
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